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good bullocks. But the more critical said they were not
up to the work. For six months they might stick to it,
but would then get some one else to do it for them and
content themselves with supervision. Moreover, they
needed their Sunday's rest; also their tea, and they
loved this so dearly that they would rather drink it
without milk than not drink it at all

Every emigrant who returns to his village, if he has The Pukka
money to spare, builds himself a pukka house, and all House
peasants would do the same if they could. Certainly
land and a well come first; but a pukka house is almost
as greatly desired, since it needs very little repair and
can easily be kept clean: also it is becoming the 'custom'
(nearest village equivalent to 'fashion') to have one if
possible. No doubt the kachha costs less and is
warmer in the cold weather and colder in the hot, but
the difference in cost is much less than it used to be. In
the old days men were satisfied with kikar1 and shis-
ham,2 the trees of the plains that grew around them,
but now they prefer blue pine and deodar, the trees
of the distant hills. The latter can be bought ready
for use, while kikar and shisham have to be sawn up
and dressed. It is the old argument of convenience,
which has been pressed upon us again and again during
this tour in favour of the ready-made clothes of the
bazaar. Another advantage of the deodar is that it is
less subject to the depredations of the white ant. A
retired soldier present said that when he left his village
to join the army in 1908 it had only one pukka house:
now it has twenty to twenty-five. On the way back to
Bundala we passed a village every one or two miles, and
all were full of these houses. Contrasted with most other
parts of the province, if not of India, the effect was most
striking and suggested a totally new standard of living*

There was an appetizing smell of gur in the air as we Education
rode home in the evening.  At one point I found a
lower middle school drawn up across our path in martial

1 Acacia Arabica.                                               * Da&ergia Stssu.